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____1st Reading: Isaiah 65:17-25 
This passage lesson invites us to reflect on our relationship with all creation, 
especially our responsibilities to care for it. What does it suggest for you, for 
your church in that regard? Pretend that you are in charge of the future. You 
will plan it. What would the future look like and be like for them? How would 
they bring it about? Imagine what various parts of creation might say to us if 
they had voices (maybe they do) and we really listened. If trees could speak 
to us today, what might they say? If the creatures in the ocean could speak 
to us today, what might they say? The air? The water? The animals? Are we 
listening? For they all are speaking. 
 

____2nd Reading: Isaiah 12 
Read this chapter as a response to the Isaiah 65 reading. Reflect on what it 
says to you about the past, the present, and the future. 
 

____3rd Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
Who was the laziest person in your family? Why does Paul seem so 
concerned about those "walking in idleness"? Are you idle, a busybody, a 
worrywart, or a workaholic? What kind of work would you be doing if you 
could do it right now and why? How does our work in the world express our 
faith or does it? When have you felt yourself growing "weary in right doing"? 
 

____4th Reading: Luke 21:5-19 
What about it puzzles you about this passage? Encourages you? Frightens 
you? Gives you hope? The Twin Towers of the World Trade Center tumbled 
down. Some teachers and preachers are actually saying this is part of God's 
plan, that this is a sign of the end of time. How would you respond to such 
thinking? How do you relate what Jesus talks about here to what Paul says 
above? What warning does Jesus give here?  
 
PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  We believe in you, O God, 
for you have made the suffering of humanity your suffering. You have come 
to establish a kingdom of the poor and humble. Today we sing to you, 
because you are alive, you have saved us, you have made us free. Amen.  
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____1st Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6 

On what branch of the family tree are you? Who is the most successful 
person on your family tree? The best leader? The wisest? Who was the 
leader in history you most admire and why? What does it mean, "a 
Branch sprout from David's line"? Why do you think it was so important 
to the people to have a king in the lineage of David? This was a word of 
hope in a very desperate situation. What word of hope or bit of light has 
come to you recently in your own periods of darkness and despair? How 
has God surprised in you in giving some word of comfort or message of 
hope? How does Jesus fit or not fit into the view of the coming ruler or 
messiah as seen here? What does it mean to you to call Jesus 
"messiah"?  

 
____2nd Reading: Luke 1:68-79 

This passage is known as the “Benedictus" or "Song of Zechariah" 
because the first word in the Latin version is "Benedictus" meaning 
"blessed." What are the blessings he lists here? If you were to write a 
song about your blessings, what would be the top five? 

 
____3rd Reading: Colossians 1:15-28 

What's your favorite hymn about Christ and why? If you could use only 
one word to describe Jesus, what would it be and why? We believe that, 
if we want to know what God is like, we look to and listen to Jesus. So, 
what does Jesus teach us about who God is according to Paul in this 
passage?  
 

____4th Reading: Luke 23:33-43 
What stands out to you most here about Jesus here? About the others 
around the cross? About the thieves? Have you prayed, "Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom"? 
 
PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  In a world with many voices, Lord, all of 
them calling out for our allegiance, we are reminded today that you are 
King, our King and our Lord. You deserve our greatest loyalty and 
obedience. For you are love, you are life, you are all good things. Amen. 
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