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So You Are Thinking
About Having Y our
| nfant/Child Baptized?

Here You Will Find What We Believe,
Why We Believe and Practice It
As United Methodists

By Bass Mitchdl |l




| nt roducti on

Since you are reading this
infant/child
baptism you nust have an

bookl et on

interest in the topic. Most
likely it is because you have
guestions about or perhaps
you are considering it for
your children.

Thi s booklet is a resource
that mght help you answer

() sone of your

questi ons and

T:r address sone of your
concerns about

infant baptism It will seek

to show t he neani ng of infant
baptism and why it is a part
of many churches today.

It is strongly suggested
that you read and discuss it
with your spouse. Also, you
shoul d arrange a neeting with
your mnister to discuss this
and ask any further questions
you may have. There is a
space provided at the end of
the booklet for you to jot

down questions or anything

you would like to ask your
m ni ster when you neet.

W wll neet with our
past or:
Dat e

Her e write down any
guestions you may w sh to ask
your mnister or any thing

you mi ght wi sh to explore.



We Believe in
Bapti zing Children
Soneone allegedly asked

Mark Twain, “Do you believe

in infant baptisn®?” He is
sai d to have responded,
“Believe in it? |'ve SEEN

it!

We United Methodists have
seen infant baptism and we
believe it. Why?

United Methodists
are not the only
ones who do.

Cat hol i cs,

Presbyteri ans,

Lut herans, Anglicans, United
Church of Chri st

others do as well. It has

and many

been a practice of the church
for many centuries. So it’'s
not sonething we created
our sel ves.

John Wesl ey, who we see as
t he founder of the Methodi st
Chur ch
Church of

Angl i can

bel onged to t he
England - the
Chur ch

bei ng a good

Wesl ey,
Angl i can,
practiced infant baptism So
this practice cane over into

our church from this

tradition. But that tradition
was based on nuch ol der ones
back to the early church and
bi blical teachings, as well
as our understanding of key
Christian doctrines i ke

grace.

What About the Bible?

Some point out that we are
not tol d in t he Bi bl e
specifically to bapti ze
children. That is true. But
there is also
no bi bl'i cal
t ext t hat
prohi bits It.
VWhat we do know
IS t hat

according to Jew sh
authorities it was common
practice to bapti ze
prosel ytes (converts to
Judai sm and t hen
Christianity) and their

children when they enbraced
the religion of Israel or the
Church. So we see in the Book
of Acts whole famlies Ilike
t hat of t he Phi |l i ppi an
jailer, Lydia, and Cornelius

wer e baptized and surely



