MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE

(name of your church)

(date)

Transfiguration Sunday

ENTRANCE

Announcements & Joys

Prelude 

(Name of musician or selection)

Greeting

L: Like Peter, James and John, we have followed you to this place, Lord.

P: Let us behold you in all your glory.

L: Make this a mount of transfiguration, Lord.

P: Let us behold your glory.

L: Shine so brightly that we must cover our eyes, lord.

P: Let us behold your glory.

L: Shine on us, glorious God, so that we glow with your presence.

All: Let us behold your glory.

*Chorus #177
He Is Lord

(Sing it twice)

*We Welcome Our Guests

*Passing the Peace

(Please Welcome One Another)

Opening Prayer

Almighty God, on the mountain you showed your glory in the transfiguration of your Son. Give us the vision to see beyond the turmoil of our world and to behold the king in all his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE

Children's Message

Glow

Objects: glowing stars that you can get from places like Wal Mart and a blanket)

Good morning, boys and girls.

Have you ever seen these? (Show the stars)

Do any of you have these on the walls or ceiling of your room? My son does.

Guess what they do? (Let them answer)

That’s right - they glow in the dark, just like the stars shining above us at night.

These special plastic stars absorb light and then, when it’s dark, they glow, they give off that light. Let’s see them. (Have some on a piece of dark paper and then get a few children under the blanket, if possible, to see the stars shining).

Isn’t that neat? I have some of these I want to give to you to take home. But ask your parents where you can put them, okay?

Today we read about the transfiguration of Jesus. That’s a big word. What it means is that Jesus took his disciples up on a mountain top one day and was so very close to God that Jesus, like these stars, began to shine. God was so close to him, so much a part of him that he glowed. And they saw Jesus for who he really was - God’s son. Jesus shined with God’s presence and love. He still shines.

When you hold these stars in the light, they then take some of that light and shine too.

When we let the love of Jesus come into our hearts and try to be close to him, to follow him each day, we get some of his glow too. We begin to glow, to shine for him.

When you help someone else, you are glowing for Jesus.

When you are kind, Jesus shines in you.

When you pray, come to church, read your Bible, try to live in the way Jesus wants you too, then you really glow for him.

I want you to keep your glow stars to remind you each time you see them that you are called to glow, to shine, too, for Christ.

Now I want to teach you a little song, It’s called, “Shine, Jesus, Shine.” (Sing it with them and let the congregation join)

Let us pray.

Yes, shine, Jesus. 

Shine on us. 

Shine your love 

into our lives

until we begin

to glow for you.

Shine, Jesus, shine!

Amen.

Bible Readings 

Matthew 17:1-13

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high mountain, by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’
b
 5While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!’
c
 6When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, ‘Get up and do not be afraid.’ 8And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, ‘Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.’ 10And the disciples asked him, ‘Why, then, do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?’ 11He replied, ‘Elijah is indeed coming and will restore all things; 12but I tell you that Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but they did to him whatever they pleased. So also the Son of Man is about to suffer at their hands.’ 13Then the disciples understood that he was speaking to them about John the Baptist.
Choral Anthem

Sermon

The Great Preview

You've gone to see a movie. But before it starts what do they always do?

Right? They show you clips from movies that are coming soon. "Previews of Coming Attractions," I believe they are called. They are shown, of course, hoping that you will like what you see, will remember them and come back and see them when they do come out. 

I kind-of like previews. I like having some idea of what's ahead. 

I get an email once a month that previews books that are coming out.

A friend of mine buys those magazines about cars and trucks, especially the ones that preview the new models.

And how many of us have found ourselves daily turning to the Weather Channel to get their 7 day planner preview of the weather ahead? Of course, there's no need to, really, for we know what's it's going to do - snow!

Previews. Pre-view. It literally means to "see before," to get a glimpse of something that has not yet happened, is yet to be, but will happen.

I would suggest to you that this is exactly what is happening in the strange reading this morning from Mark - the Transfiguration. I think this is a key to understanding it - for in a mountaintop theater Peter, James, and John are sitting, having followed Jesus there. Who knows what they were expecting, if anything, but when you follow Jesus, you had best be prepared for surprises.

Suddenly, the lights dim. Sights and sounds are all around them. The clouds, like a giant movie screen, are before them. And the screen comes alive…Jesus is there in the middle, but they had never seen him this way. He was changed, glowing, dazzling in brilliant, blinding light. He was transfigured before their eyes. 

And there were co-stars for this great preview - Elijah and Moses, stars in their own rights, right? But they do not get top billing in this movie preview. They are the supporting cast. You see, Elijah to many was The Prophet. He represents the prophets, the writings of the prophets in the Old Testament. And Moses? He represents the Law, those books like the first five in the Bible that give us God's laws like the Ten Commandments. What we are seeing here is that both the Law and the Prophets, the whole of scripture is pointing to Jesus - is testifying that in him God's salvation, love, and grace have reached their ultimate fulfillment. Jesus, in other words, is the way, is the truth, is the life.

But how would all of this come about?

If you read the chapter right before this, you see how. Jesus asks his disciples who they think he is. Peter answers, "You are the Messiah, God's anointed one." Jesus agrees, but then instantly says, "And I am on my way to Jerusalem, to opposition, to judgment, to crucifixion." Of course, Peter nor the others wanted none of that. This is not the kind of Messiah they and everyone else expected. They wanted a king, a warrior, but Jesus was saying this was not God's way. God's work would be carried out through a servant, a suffering servant by whose stripes healing would come to all the world. God's way was not brute power but the power of a redeeming, suffering love.

I can imagine, can't you, that they were confused and upset, even frightened. They didn't understand. Everything had been going well. Surely this could not be. Was that really the future fate for Jesus? 

Then Jesus takes them, you see, these three, anyway, up on the mountaintop, up to this grand outdoor theater, and there they are given, though they do not understand it, the Great Preview.

For what happened to them there is that they saw Jesus as he would be, the risen, living, glorious Lord! They were privileged to get a glimpse, a preview of Easter weeks before it came. The sad words before of Jesus about his death gave them a clip only of Good Friday. But in those glorious clips shown on the mountaintop that day they got a preview of what lay beyond Good Friday for Jesus and for them. They received a glimpse beyond the cross of a man with a crown of thorns to a risen, victorious Lord crowned in light and glory. 

This explains how Paul was able to face the suffering he did and to live so faithfully and fully for Christ. He, too, you recall, saw the Great Preview, saw and heard the risen Lord on a journey to Damascus. Out of that and other experiences he writes this, in itself another little clip of the Great Preview: 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us.  (Romans 8:18).

Paul did not rest his eyes on the present clips, those events in his life that often involved his suffering. Instead, he kept before his eyes the Great Preview, that glimpse of the glory not yet fully revealed, of a coming attraction so glorious that there are no words to describe it. For he will also write, 

"Eye hath no see, nor ear heard, nor has it entered into the hearts of human beings the things that God has prepared for those who love him …" (1 Corinthians 2:9).

And listen to these words from 1 John 3:2 that also show a glimpse of the Great Preview: 

Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 

We may not have a tour of the life to come, but we do know, John says, that we will be with him and like him - Christ. We will share, in other words, the glory of his resurrection, of a new body like his, of a life with God that will never end.

And these words of John in Revelation, a rather long and stunning clip of the most grand and glorious coming attraction of all:

1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,

     "See, the homea of God is among mortals.
     He will dwellb with them;
     they will be his peoples,c
     and God himself will be with them;d
 4  he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
     Death will be no more;
     mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
     for the first things have passed away."
  5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new."
John Wesley lived and died with the Great Preview in mind.  John Wesley preached his last sermon of Feb 17, 1791, in Lambeth on the text “Seek ye the Lord while He may be found, call ye upon Him while He is near” (Isa 55:6). The following day, a very sick man, he was put to bed in his home on City Road. During the days of his illness, he often repeated the words from one of his brother’s hymns: “I the chief of sinners am, But Jesus died for me!” His last words were, “The best of all is, God is with us!” 

He died on - March 2, 1791. 

In the words of my father, laying, dying in a hospital bed I, too, got a glimpse of this grand coming attraction, for he said, "Son, don’t worry about me. I'll be alright. God will take care of me.” You see, he was in the valley, but in his heart he was on a mountaintop gazing at the Great Preview. That gave him great courage and faith to face the suffering of the present, as it did me as well.

Peter and no doubt the others that day did not want to leave the theater. They liked it up there. This was great, hanging out with Jesus, Elijah and Moses. No more of that gloomy talk from Jesus about suffering and death. Peter even wanted to build shelters for them so they could stay. He still hadn't understood, you see, the real meaning of this Great Preview he had seen. "No," Jesus says, " We must resume the journey, carryout the work that God has given me. We have to go back down the valley." 

You see, they didn't at this point understood what they were seeking, what it meant. Only later after all these things, after Easter did they look back and understand this Great Preview. If they had at the time, they would have left the mountain for the valley and perhaps faced the events of the coming weeks with greater faith and strength. For they would have known that inspite of the arrest, trial, even the crucifixion of Jesus, those were but scenes in an ongoing movie, that was not how the movie was going to end. The Great Preview indeed was that there now would never truly be an ending! When you have received a glimpse of Easter, it puts a whole new light on everything else. This is why, after Easter itself and they had been with the risen Lord, that they could go out and preach and teach with such boldness. They had truly seen and understood the Great Preview now, they knew what was ahead for them, no matter what happened to them, what others did to them. They found strength to keep going when they thought of what was ahead. They found courage to overcome their fears when they played that Great Preview again in their hearts and minds.

And that is my prayer for you, for me. We cannot stay in this good place, this place in which we, too, so often get glimpses of the Great Preview. We, too, have to continue the journey, to go down into valleys. We, too, face suffering, don’t we? The journey gets weary and steep for us. There are hardships and trials for everyone, as well as times of great blessings and joys. But wherever the journey leads, my friends, whatever we come across on our paths, let us, too, remember the Great Preview. Let us play it again and again, so that this glimpse of the glory of Easter to come will make the suffering of the present fade in comparison. 

*Hymn

#707 Hymn of Promise

(During this hymn, you are invited to come to the pastor at the altar for prayer, for rededication of your life, to accept Christ as your Savior and Lord & seek baptism, and to express your desire to become a member of our church.)

Morning Prayer

Lord, in so many ways we are blind to you. We fail to see you for who you are. Sometimes we do not even try to see. Our eyes are so filled with the glitter of this world that we miss your transfiguring and transforming presence among us. Forgive us, Lord.

There are so many who still are even more blind. They have yet to see your glory reflected on the face of your son. Maybe we are partly to blame for that, Lord. Maybe if we let you shine more in us and in all we are then others could not help but get a glimpse of you some time, some way.

Right now we prayer for (let them have a moment of silence) who does not know you but needs to so much.

Right now we pray for (Let them think of names or call out names) who needs your healing touch.

Right now we pray for (let them think of names) who is grieving, who needs your comfort.

Right now we pray for those who are hungry, who go without clothes, who are feeling lost and alone in the world, who find only darkness. Let light shine upon them, Lord. Let us be your light for their lives.

Amen.
Offering

God of Moses and Elijah, of Christ and the disciples, we too could build you booths, but you would not be pleased. We could bring you burnt offerings, but you do not want them. You ask us to do justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with you. We come now before you, with these offerings and gifts, and with our lives. We place ourselves into your service. Take us and accept us, women and men, young and old.  Use us for your good purpose of bringing your Kingdom to all people on earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN.

*Doxology

Prayer of Confession & Pardon

page 8 in United Methodist Hymnal 

or use this one

Forgive us, Lord, when our faith just becomes lip service, when we have strayed far in our walk from you and do not even seem to know it. Shine your light on us, showing us any darkness therein. And though that light may hurt our eyes for awhile, we will welcome it’s warmth and clarity. 

L: Friends, hear the good news! The gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the very image of God, has dawned upon us.

P: so that we can now see God’s truth and glory, God’s paths and how we have strayed.

L: Friends, step into this glorious light and live there. It is the light of God’s love and forgiveness.

P: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
Invitation to Communion

Come, friends. Gather round. The sun has risen. This day God has made, so let us rejoice and be glad in it. Hear again of the mighty deeds of our God on our behalf. See before you the bread and the cup, the gifts of God’s grace. Here find food for your souls, nourishment for the journey, power for service. May these simple elements be transformed into the body and blood of Christ. And may he become so much a part of us that we, too, are transformed into his body, the church, reaching out in his name to all the world.

SENDING FORTH

Go and glow, for you have seen the transfigured Lord, and your life will never be the same. Go and glow with his love, peace, and love into a world that so very much needs his light.
