Contemporary Worship Is Growing

Contemporary or alternative worship has exploded in popularity. More and more churches offer them. Many of those who don’t offer them, wish they could or are planning to do so. 

Churches seek to provide worship experiences at times and in ways that appeal more to persons who might be turned off by or resistant to traditional worship, or whose professions might make it difficult for them to worship at 11:00 on Sundays. You would think this would be primarily younger generations but this is not always the case. A visit to an alternative service would show that it has appeal to all age groups to varying degrees. It tends to be less formal, have more contemporary music (even praise and jazz bands), innovative, experiential, interactive, and technologically sophisticated in use of multi media. 


The increased demand on clergy to develop such worship opportunities not only means that we need some expertise in all of these things (or at least an openness to them or willingness to learn) but also a different style of preaching. There is a growing body of resources aimed at assisting clergy and worship leaders in developing such services. Although this book will deal to some degree with the overall topic of alternative worship, it seeks to hone in on the aspect of preaching as a part of them. It will look at the kind of preaching skills and planning needed for meaningful alternative worship and will illustrate these with sermons (which can also be adapted for use during contemporary worship settings). 


Having been part of such services and led them now for some time, I have discovered that there are certain key elements that are necessary for meaningful alternative worship, especially for preaching. I will share those in Part 1 of this book. Part 2 consists of sixteen sermons that illustrate these elements and that were actually used in contemporary worship services. 

